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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – LAILA COLLINS 
Spring is finally here! I hope all of you got to enjoy some time in the sunshine last weekend. I 
spent some much-needed time in my yard pulling weeds. I hope you all have a wonderful and 
relaxing Spring Break! 
 
I decided to focus my article on volunteering this month. We will be voting in our new Board 
for the 2013- 2014 school year at the general meeting on April 22. After the new Board is in 
place, we will be actively recruiting chairs for next school year. As you may have noticed, 
many of our PTA programs/events are chaired by the same group of volunteers. We are 
always looking for new members to step up and help out. If you’re interested – we would love 
to have you! A number of our active volunteers will have 5th graders next year and be moving 
on to Maywood so we have some big shoes to fill. Whether you want to chair a family event 
such as Pizza Bingo, Variety Show, or Multicultural Art Night, or you prefer to help with a 
fundraising activity such a Jog A Thon or Cookie Dough, there are lots of opportunities. We 
also have many behind the scenes positions if that is more your speed. 
 
Thanks for everyone who attended our March general meeting. For those of you who missed 
it, our agenda was jam packed! We began by hearing (and approving) grant requests to pay 
for new emergency preparedness supplies for the school, as well as for new books that will be 
used at all grade levels for Narrative Inputs, a teaching strategy used in Guided Language 
Acquisition Design (GLAD). These two grants totaling almost $3,000 are another example of 
your PTA funds being put to good use! 
 
We also presented our Golden Acorn Awards for the year. This award recognizes outstanding 
dedication and service to our school and community. The winners (see page 2 for more!) have 
done so much for our school and we were so thrilled to honor them. Our PTA makes a 
donation to the Washington State PTA Financial Grant Program in their honor. 
 
APRIL PTA MEETING 
Please join us for our next general meeting on Monday, April 22 at 6:30pm in the library (note 
the date change). We will be holding our 2013-2014 Board election that night so please come 
vote! 
 
McTEACHER NIGHT: THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
Thank you to our fabulous teachers and staff who volunteered to greet guests, take orders, 
man the drive-thru window, cook, and serve McDonald’s famous burgers and fries at our local 
restaurant. Thank you to all the families and friends who joined us for a fun and tasty night. 
Our McTeacher Night sales almost broke the McDonald’s district record. We raised over 
$1,700 for our PTA!! 
 
 FAMILY FUN NIGHT: THE GREAT SKATE   
Join us Friday, April 19 from 6:30-8:00 pm for a family fun night at Castle Ice Arena. Tickets 
are $7.00 per person. Price includes admission and skate rental. Please note - parental 
supervision is required, students may not be left alone at the skating rink. Online ticket sales 
open until April 17, 2013. You may buy tickets in advance on here Briarwood Elementary PTA 
website or at the door the night of the skating party. 
 
 

http://briarwoodelementarypta.org/Packet/Skating%20Party%202013
http://briarwoodelementarypta.org/Packet/Skating%20Party%202013
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 Ice Skating Party 

Friday, April 19 

Castle Ice, 6:30p 

 PTA general meeting: 

officer elections 

Monday, April 22 

Briarwood library, 6:30p 

 Staff Appreciation 

Week 

May 6-10 

 ISF Nourish Every 

Mind luncheon 

Thursday, May 9, 11a-1p 

Issaquah Community Center 

 Field Day 

Tuesday, May 28 

Briarwood campus 

 Briarwood Carnival 

Friday, June 7  

Briarwood campus, 6p 

 5th Grade Promotion 

Monday, June 17            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Meet Your Teacher 

Day & BBQ lunch 

Tuesday, September 3 

Briarwood campus 

 

 

2013 GOLDEN ACORN & OUTSTANDING EDUCATOR AWARDS   
The PTA is proud to honor some of Briarwood’s most amazing volunteers with Golden 
Acorn Awards. The award is offered by the state PTA to recognize volunteers who have 
given outstanding service to all children in the school community – someone who has gone 
“above and beyond” for our students. As part of the award, PTA makes a contribution in 
their name to the to Washington State PTA Scholarship Program. Congratulations to all our 
winners: 
 
Diana Romig is sharing her passion for art with our children. She took over the art 
docent program at Briarwood and has done some amazing things with a pretty small 
budget. Diana spends countless hours in preparation, communication, instruction, loading 
and unloading projects from the kiln, and even offers monthly art docent training in her 
home. She has worked hard to make sure every child has a chance to try the project and 
works with the school to have it displayed. She started a silent auction of class art projects 
at our Art & Family Culture Night to raise more money for the art program. In addition to 
being our art docent, she volunteers in her son’s 5th grade class, her daughter’s 2nd grade 
class, helps with the Bellevue Arts museum program “Art of Discovery” and leads her 
daughter’s Brownie troop, is a Committee chair for Cub Scouts. 
 
Sharon Mendoza is an active PTA member who we can count on to help with any 
program at any time. She works quietly behind the scenes and there is no job too big or too 
small for her to handle. This year she took the lead in organizing an after school chess club 
that has been extremely popular. She is also a very active school volunteer. She volunteers 
in her son’s classroom, in the library, and in the office. She spent over 100 hours this year 
getting all of the keys for our new building organized. This was an extremely tedious project 
and her attention to detail was much appreciated. She always has a smile on her face and 
everyone loves to work with her. 
 
Katie Breuel is an amazing volunteer and overall fabulous person. She is active in PTA 
having served as both our VP of Volunteers and VP of Programs. As VP of Volunteers, she 
developed our new Volunteers Inspire Praise (VIP) volunteer recognition program. She also 
volunteers as part of our Popcorn Posse and chairs our Gift-A-Book program. She is an 
active volunteer in her daughters’ classrooms, and in the library. Outside of school, she has 
served as the club president and district chairperson of the Fairwood Lions Clubs. She also 
helped establish the Lions Giving Library which collects and distributes books to low 
income children. She also co-leads two Girl Scout troops and teaches Sunday school at her 
church. 
 
The PTA is also pleased to honor Mia Palsson with an Outstanding Educator Award. 
Ms. Palsson was nominated for her dedication to a particular student with special needs in 
her classroom. She attended a special training outside of school hours so she could attend 
to the needs of this child. She has given countless hours of her planning time and 
lunchtime caring for this child and never complains about it. Ms. Palsson also teaches in 
the ASAP program two hours per week, participates in the CIP committee, and is a middle 
school drill coach. She always has a smile on her face and has been described as a perfect 
Kindergarten teacher. 
 
SAVE THE DATE: TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK  

Teacher Appreciation Week is May 6-10 and we will be doing some special things to say 

thank you!  Look for more information to come.  If you would like to help, please email Karin 

Manning.  

The week will kick off with a Mexican fiesta on Monday, May 6. If you would like to provide 

items for the lunch please contact coordinator Maria Bassett. 

 

mailto:dklcmanning@yahoo.com?subject=teacher%20appreciation%20week
mailto:dklcmanning@yahoo.com?subject=teacher%20appreciation%20week
mailto:maria.s.bassett@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY ACTIVITES 
Looking for information on community programs such as chess, Scouts, sports and more? Visit the Community Links page on 
the PTA website for more information on these fun and educational activities. Brochures are available in the Information area of 
our school (located on the left after coming through the main entrance and then through the double doors). 
 
The Chess4Life program has started the spring session! Click here for more information or to register for classes. 
 
 

 

GOT LUNCH?  

Want to enjoy the most energizing, informative and inspiring lunch of the year? Join us at the Issaquah Schools Foundation’s 

15h Annual Nourish Every Mind Benefit Luncheon, Thursday, May 9 from 11 am – 1 pm at the Issaquah Community Center. 

Nourish Every Mind is THE place to meet, mingle and learn how much our students benefit from your support. Everyone is 

invited and there are no tickets to buy in advance. We are extending a special invitation this year to our Kindergarten parents! 

We are saving a seat at all our school’s tables for our existing and incoming Kindergarten parents. Contact Cathia Geller. She’ll 

give you all the details. See you on May 9!! 

ISF MARCH MADNESS 

Foundation volunteers bearing balloons and cheer surprised winners of Kateri Brow Big Idea/ Biggest Need Grants on March 

15. Awards ranged in amounts from $1,000 - $10,000 and covered a myriad of projects (see complete list at isfdn.org). We 

found Grand Ridge teacher Darrel Nichol’s proposal for student created animated math tutorials especially exciting. Check out 

the Issaquah Reporter's article on the grants and watch a video created by one of Darrel Nichol’s students. 

WHT A YEAR  

The Foundation’s Annual Report to the Community was mailed to all donors the week of March 18. If you did not receive your 

copy, or would like an extra, contact Michelle Weldon. Thank you for your support. 

 

http://briarwoodelementarypta.org/Page/Pta/Community%20Links
http://www.chess4life.com/Issaquah/School_Classes.php
mailto:Cathia@cathiageller.com
http://www.issaquahreporter.com/news/199401041.html
http://www.educreations.com/lesson/view/angles-of-polygons/2365580/?ref=appemail
mailto:mweldon@issaquahschoolsfoundation.org

