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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – LAILA COLLINS 
Happy February! It’s hard to believe that the school year is more than half over 

already. We ended January on a high note with a very successful Art & Cultural Family Night. 
Our fabulous chairs, Lovenia Hardin and Katie Yanak, put together a wonderful evening of 
entertainment and art projects. I loved seeing the This is Me posters and learning new facts 
about families at our school. The kids loved learning to drum with the Ocheami Culture Club. 
Thank you to everyone who attended! It was so nice to meet so many families that I hadn’t 
met before. I’m excited to see this event grow even bigger next year. 

I also wanted to thank all of our parents who make various donations to our PTA. 
Between payroll deductions, volunteer hour donations from Microsoft and other donations; 
we’ve collected almost $2,000 already this year! This is extra money we didn’t budget for that 
we can give right back to the kids in the form of additional teacher grants, etc. We were also 
thrilled to receive a check for $920 from Box Tops for Education in January. This shows how 
by working together, we can make a difference. While cutting out Box Tops can be a pain, 
they really do add up.  So please keep saving them! 

We are kicking off February with our second Lunchtime Book Swap. It’s on February 
7. This is a great opportunity for your kids to take home some “new” books for free. This is a 
fun event that also helps support our school’s literacy goals. Our annual Science Fair is on 
February 28. Your kids might have come home last week excited about science after our kick 
off assembly featuring an electrifying demonstration by Pacific Science Center. 
              I would like to close by reminding you to please join PTA if you haven’t already done 
so. While we are thrilled that our membership is up to almost 70% this year, we are still 
lagging behind all other elementary schools in the district (many of which are at 100% 
membership). It’s $18.00 for a family membership - so please visit our website this month to 
join and we will send you a free student directory and car magnet. 

Enjoy your mid-winter break coming up in a few short weeks! I’m looking forward to 
some fun in the sun to escape this cold, gloomy, winter weather. I hope all of you relax and do 
something fun with your families! Our next PTA Board meeting is on Monday, February 25.  
 
FEBRUARY PTA MEETING 

Our next PTA Board Meeting is Monday, February 25 at 6:30pm in the Library. While 
this is a working meeting for our leadership team, all are welcome and encouraged to come 
and see our planning and decision making process. This is a great way to see what is 
involved in becoming involved in PTA leadership. 
 
PTA ELECTIONS  

 Elections for PTA officers for the 2013-2014 school year will be held early this 
spring.  Officers meet once a month to discuss activities, grants and other items that affect our 
students. You must have paid your PTA dues for this year to run for office.  

PTA Offices include: President; Vice President of Programs; Vice President of 
Fundraising; Vice President of Communications; Vice President of Family Nights/Activities; 
Vice President of Volunteers; Secretary and Treasurer.  Most offices may be shared by more 
than one person. 

An initial slate of candidates will be presented to the board in February. Nominations 
will be taken from the floor at the April meeting and a final slate of candidates presented If you 
are interested, please contact one of the Nominating Committee members: Reanu Ranna, 
Katie Breuel, Leslie Kahler, or Karen Nelson.  
 
 

mailto:reanu@comcast.net
mailto:breuel422@comcast.net
mailto:lesliekahler@comcast.net
mailto:karenandgeoff@comcast.net
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 Lunchtime Book Swap 

Thursday, February 7  

Briarwood Commons - stage 

 Science Fair 

Thursday, February 28 

6p, Briarwood Commons 

 Spring BOGO Book Fair 

February 26-March 1  

Briarwood Commons - stage  

 The Race to Nowhere 

Monday, March 4          

6:30p, LHS auditorium 

 Bellevue Arts Museum 

at Briarwood  

Monday-Friday, March 4-8  

 Missoula Children's 

Theatre  

Monday-Friday, March 11-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ice Skating Party 

Friday, April 19  

 Field Day 

Friday, May 24  

 Portfolio Night & 

Carnival 

Friday, June 7  

 

2013 SCIENCE FAIR-Register Now! 
Pacific Science Center’s Volts and Jolts show was an exciting kickoff to the 2013 

Briarwood PTA Science Fair. Our students learned about the properties of electricity with 
the hair-raising Van de Graaff Generator and shocking Tesla Coil. 

The Science Fair will be held on Thursday, February 28 from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. in 
the gym. All students are encouraged to participate by working on a science project at 
home and proudly displaying it at the Science Fair. Detailed information, registration, and 
volunteer opportunities is available on the PTA Science Fair website. The deadline for all 
scientists to register on-line is February 11. For questions, please email Science Fair chair 
Tracy Kennedy or call (425) 277-5923. 
 
MISSOULA CHILDREN’S THEATRE – THE FROG PRINCE  
Be sure to watch our PTA web site to sign up for auditions for the Missoula Children's 
Theatre's The Frog Prince.  Parents must give permission for their children to participate so 
that we know you understand that your child must clear his/her schedule for the entire week 
if they are chosen for the play.  Missoula melds a wonderful blend of music, drama and 
confidence building.  There are parts for children K-5.  Auditions will be held on Monday, 
March 11 and then practices will commence after school every day with the performances 
being on Friday during the school day and evening. 
 
For questions or to volunteer, please email Leslie Kahler or call 425-226-1314. 
 
DIRECTOR HOUSING NEEDED! 
Our poor directors, still have no place to stay  Would you like to have the fun experience 
of housing one of the Missoula directors this year?  Both directors are young women who 
are passionate about drama and love to meet new people.  Housing is needed for the two 
directors who will stay in town March 10-17, 2013.  A safe, private room is required for each 
director; meals are optional.   Depending on how much space you have, you may house 
one or both directors.  One director is allergic to cats; the other cigarette smoke.   They 
spend most of their days planning for the rehearsals and their afternoons/early evenings at 
school.  If you are interested or have any questions, please email Leslie Kahler or call  
 425-226-1314. 
 
LUNCHTIME BOOK SWAP  
When:  Thursday, February 7 during lunch recesses (AM/PM Kindergartners will have                          
their own time set aside) 
Where:  On the Stage in the Cafeteria 
Why:  So you can get new, exciting books without spending any money! 
 
On the day of the book swap, each student can bring gently used books they no longer 
read or want from home and swap them for books brought in by other students. This is a 
book-for-book trade. For example, if your student brings 6 books, they will choose 6 books 
to bring home. It’s a great way to clean out your bookshelves and replenish with new and 
interesting titles.  
 
There will be a prize awarded to the class with the most participation and students who 
bring in 10 books will get their name entered in to a drawing for a special prize! 
 
Unfortunately, we cannot accept board books. Also, book donations are greatly 
appreciated. We are in greatest need of titles that are appropriate for 3rd grade reading 
level and up. If you have any books or know anyone interested in donating to the book 
swap, you may drop them off in the box by the information area just past the main office.  
 
Volunteers are also needed. Please sign up on the PTA website if you are interested in 
helping.  
 

http://briarwoodelementarypta.org/Packet/Science%20Fair%202013
mailto:tracyakennedy@netzero.com
mailto:lesliekahler@comcast.net
mailto:lesliekahler@comcast.net
http://briarwoodelementarypta.org/Packet/Volunteer
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 SPRING BOOK FAIR  
It's BOGO time! Our Spring Scholastic Book Fair is a Buy One Get One Free event! Starting Tuesday February 26 through 
Friday March 1, the book fair will be open during lunch/recess and after school. We will also be open on the evening of February 
28 during the Science Fair. Please go to the volunteer page on PTA website if you want to help. 
 
READING AT HOME 

Remember to log into our online tracking system by February 5, to enter your child's minutes for January.   We will be 
doing another book giveaway on February 15 during 2nd recess to all children who met the goal for January. 
 
CONGRATS TO OUR TOP READERS FOR DECEMBER  

 K-2: - Tina L. (2nd/2286), Colin D. (K/1954) , Meharvan S. (2nd/1800), Kilisonette S. (2nd/1549), Evelyn T. (1st/1460) 

 3-5: - Ashlee K. (4th/4940), Harman G. (5th/4910), Kenny J. (3rd/3750), Aakash G. (5th/3619), Alex B. (3rd/3405) 
 
DON’T HAVE A COMPUTER AT HOME?? 
If you do not have computer access to log on to the Briarwood PTA website, please contact Dana Rollison (425-228-8860) or 
Maria Bassett (425-572-6405) so we can discuss your situation and help your child participate. Flyers with instructions are 
located in the information area of our school (located on the left after coming through the main entrance and then through the 
double doors). 
 
PARENT EDUCATION & HOMEWORK FORUM 

Due to technical difficulties, the February 6 showing of the education documentary The Race to Nowhere has been 
rescheduled for Monday, March 4 at 6:30 pm.  This free event is sponsored by the Issaquah PTSA Council and hosted by 
Liberty High School and Briarwood Elementary. If you would like to know more, please email event chair Leslie Kahler or Parent 
Ed Rep Renee Emerson. 

Come and enjoy a thought provoking evening of information and discussion in the brand new Performing Arts Center 
at Liberty High School. The film looks at the experiences of parents, students, educators and policy makers and challenges 
current thinking about how to best prepare students for success. It is rated PG-13 and is more suitable for older students. 

Immediately after the movie, families and district staff are invited to participate in a forum about the district’s homework 
policy. By definition the Issaquah School District expects homework assignments to be: an extension of the classroom, planned 
and organized; purposeful to the students; evaluated and returned to students in a timely manner.  More information about the 
homework policy can be found here.  

 
SPIRIT SALES – Order Now! 

The final deadline for all Spirit Sale orders is Friday, February 15.   To place your order visit the Briarwood PTA 
website. Please remember, all sales are final - no exchanges! Please ask if you have ay questions about sizing.  For more 
information, please email Leslie Kahler or call 425-226-1314 
 
STAFF APPRECIATION LUNCH  

The next Staff Appreciation lunch is scheduled for February 12.  Our theme for the month is Mardi Gras/Fat Tuesday.   
Never participated before??  It’s really easy!  Visit the sign up list to volunteer to contribute to the meal. There are plenty of 
spaces left!   Thanks to those of you who have already signed up. Our teachers will be enjoying lots of Southern favorites - 
gumbo, beignets, rice and beans, etc. Please contact chairperson Maria Bassett with any questions you might have. 
 
BELLEVUE ARTS MUSEUM AT BRIARWOOD 
               It’s tough to bring an entire school to an art museum. So next month, the exhibit comes to them! PTA is once again 
sponsoring the “Art of Discovery” at Briarwood.  It’s a program in which The Bellevue Arts Museum loans out original works of 
art by Northwest artists. The week of March 4, students in all grades will get to check out the artwork during their regular library 
times. Volunteers will lead discussions with the classes, hear their impressions of the art – and usually find out that even 
kindergartners make pretty good art critics!  
          
 

http://briarwoodelementarypta.org/Packet/Volunteer
http://briarwoodelementarypta.org/Page/Reading%20at%20Home/Reading%20at%20Home%202012-2013
mailto:lesliekahler@comcast.net
mailto:emersongr@msn.com
http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/documents/policymanual/2000%20Instruction/2422%20Homework.pdf
http://briarwoodelementarypta.org/Packet/SPIRIT%20WEAR
mailto:lesliekahler@comcast.net
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084EADAB28A64-mardi
mailto:maria.s.bassett@gmail.com
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ISF LOVES PARENTS, DONORS, STUDENTS & TEACHERS  
Thanks for partnering with us. You’re the reason for letters like these… 
 
Thank you for funding the lab materials and textbooks for forensics class. Because of your donations, I have been able to 
explore a potential career interest and am considering studying it (Forensics) in college. Because of this class I am learning to 
keep an open mind and to think critically, which are skills that I will use throughout my life. 

- Isabel B, Issaquah High 
 
Hi, my name is Shanni. I am one of the fortunate students from Apollo Elementary. Do you like golf? I like golf. Do you like to 
relax and have a sweet time? I do and golf is the perfect description (sp). Did you know that me and my friends learn to drive. 
Actually, you might think of me driving a car but it’s golf driving, so please don’t call the police. We are lucky children because 
we have the opportunity to learn golf! 

- Shanni, Apollo Elementary 
 

LET’S DO IT AGAIN 

Last year over 1,000 parents, civic and business leaders made Nourish Every Mind a record-breaking success. We need your 
help to do it again. Save the Date for this year’s Luncheon—Thursday, May 9 from 11 am – 1:00 pm at the Issaquah 
Community Center and plan to attend. We promise it will be the most enjoyable, inspirational, informative and energizing 2 
hours of your day. Contact your PTSA President or ISF/PTSA Rep to reserve a spot at one of your school’s tables. Want to 
know more? Contact Nourish Every Mind Table Captain Chair, Cathia Geller at Cathia@cathiageller.com 425.445.7046. 
 

A SPECIAL OFFER FOR KINDERGARTEN PARENTS 

We’re sending a special Nourish Every Mind invitation just for you. Get in on the ISF fun from the beginning. There’s no ticket 
to buy in advance … just come and enjoy. Contact your PTSA President or ISF/PTSA Rep or Cathia Geller, 
Cathia@cathiageller.com , 425.445.7046 for more information. 
 

ANTICIPATION BUILDS 

26 applications … over$ 125,000 in requests … and $100,000 to distribute. Who will be among this year’s Academic 
Enrichment Grant winners? Look for Balloon Brigade visits at your school on February 15 and March 15. 
 

MAIL CALL 

If you made a donation to the Foundation during the 2012 calendar year, expect your tax receipt by the February 8. New 
donors and those who hit the 5 and 10 year giving milestones will also receive a Donor Support Decal. 2011-2012 Annual 
Reports will also hit mailboxes this month. 
 

WE’RE NOT STINGY 

We love telling the world about amazing accomplishments our donors make possible. If you are not currently a donor and 
would like an Annual Report, email Michelle Weldon, mweldon@issaquahschoolsfoundation.org. 

mailto:Cathia@cathiageller.com

