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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – LAILA COLLINS 
Welcome back from mid-winter break! I hope you all enjoyed the week off. As the last year of 
my presidency is winding down, I’ve been thinking a lot about our board’s accomplishments 
the last two years. I feel the biggest is launching our new website and migrating our PTA 
online. This has also allowed us to accept credit cards which has made joining PTA, buying 
spirit wear, and paying for events much easier. Our website has also allowed us to be much 
more efficient. From registering for PTA events to volunteering, we can run reports for our 
chairs at the push of a button. I really appreciate your patience and understanding as we 
made the transition from paper. For those of you who don’t have access to a computer, there 
is now a computer available for use in the school office. 
 
I just returned home from our annual Science Fair and enjoyed myself as usual. It’s always a 
treat to see the amazing projects that our students put together. I would like to thank Tracy 
Kennedy for chairing the event this year! Also, thanks to everyone who participated in our 
second Lunchtime Book Swap of the year. I would like to give a shout out to Mrs. Rahlfs’ 1st 
grade class who had the highest participation and won a class pizza party. Thanks to Tanya 
Platt for chairing the event once again. 
 
We have some fun activities coming up this month including Missoula Children’s Theatre and 
our annual McTeacher night. If you child has enjoyed the drama classes provided by the PTA 
this year, we encourage them to audition for Missoula. Mc Teacher Night is one of my girls’ 
favorite events of the year. They can’t wait to see their teachers working the drive thru and 
asking “would you like fries with that”. Last year we brought in over $1,400 in three hours so 
please come out and show your support! 
 
Also coming this month is the Bellevue Arts Museum’s The Art of Discovery program. A 
collection of Northwest art will arrive at our school and your child will have the opportunity to 
spend one of their library periods viewing and discussing this amazing collection of artwork. 
This is just another way that PTA is bringing the arts into our school! 
 
Our next General PTA meeting is Monday, March 18 at 6:30pm in the library. We will be 
hearing teacher grant requests so we hope you will join us! 
 
JOIN US FOR MCTEACHER NIGHT 
The Briarwood PTA will sponsor McTeacher Night on Friday, March 29 from 5:00-8:00 p.m. at 

the newly rebuilt McDonalds, 4411 NE Sunset Blvd., Renton (by Albertsons and Big Lots). 

Your favorite Briarwood teachers and staff will tie on aprons and work at our local restaurant – 

greeting guests, taking orders, manning the drive-thru window, cooking, and serving food. The 

Briarwood PTA earns 20% of all sales and 100% of all tips collected during the event.  

McDonalds also offer healthy food options such as salads, wraps, and many menu items less 

than 400 calories. Invite your family, friends, neighbors, and join us for a fun and tasty night. 

For questions, please contact PTA McTeacher Night chair Tracy Kennedy or (425) 277-5923. 

http://www.briarwoodelementarypta.org/
mailto:tracyakennedy@netzero.com?subject=McTeacher%20Night
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 Bellevue Arts Museum 

at Briarwood  

Monday-Friday, March 4-8  

 Missoula Children's 

Theatre  

Monday-Friday, March 11-15 

 PTA General Meeting 

Grants 

Monday, November 18 

6: 30p, Briarwood library 

 McTeacher Night 

Friday, March 29 

5-8p, Highlands McDonald’s  

 Ice Skating Party 

Friday, April 19  

6:30p, Castle Ice 

 PTA General Meeting 

Elections 

Monday, April 15  

6:30p, Briarwood library 

 Field Day 

Friday, May 24  

1p, Briarwood campus 

 Carnival 

Friday, June 7  

6p, Briarwood campus 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSOULA CHILDREN’S THEATRE: THE FROG PRINCE  
Audition sign-ups for the Missoula Children's Theatre's production of The Frog Prince are 
now active on the PTA website. Parents must give permission for their children to 
participate so that we know you understand that your child must clear his/her schedule for 
the entire week if they are chosen for the play.  Missoula melds a wonderful blend of music, 
drama and confidence building.  There are parts for children K-5.  There are also a handful 
of student director positions for kids ages 10 and up.  Students interested in this option 
should also attend auditions. 
 
Auditions will be held after school until 5:15pm in the Commons on Monday, March 11.  
Parents should come at the close of auditions to pick up their children. Students who are 
selected for the play will need to pay the $25 program fee that night (checks only - made 
out to “Briarwood PTA”).  A rehearsal schedule will also be given out.  Students with the 
larger parts will stay that evening after auditions to practice. The rest of the students will 
practice after school according to when they are called to practice.   
 
The final performance will be held on Friday, March 15 at 6:30pm in The Commons. Tickets 
are $5 each. Watch for ticket sales closer to the event. 
 
For questions or to volunteer, please contact Leslie Kahler or 425-226-1314 
 
This program has been made possible through the support of Briarwood Elementary and 
funding from the Briarwood PTA, a grant from The Issaquah Youth Theatre Foundation 
(who is supported by the City of Issaquah, and the Issaquah Arts Commission), and a 
second grant from The City of Issaquah and the Issaquah Arts Commission, along with 
student program fees and ticket sales. 
 
2013-2014 PTA OFFICER ELECTIONS  
The following slate of potential officers was approved at the February board meeting.  
Elections for the 2013-14 school year will be held Monday, April 15 at the General PTA 
meeting in the library; beginning at 6:30 pm. Nominations may also be taken that night 
during elections.  PTA officers meet once a month to discuss activities, grants and other 
items that affect our students. 
 
President - Karin Manning 
Vice President of Fundraising - Tracy Kennedy 
Vice President of Volunteers - Erin Thacker 
Vice President of Communications - Maria Bassett 
Vice President of Family Nights - Louisa Pardo 
Co-Vice President of Programs - Hollie Archibald 
Co-Vice President of Programs - Vacant 
Secretary - Diane Oberg 
Treasurer - Alison Larsson 
 
If you are interested in running for office, please contact one of the Nominating Committee 
members: Katie Breuel, Leslie Kahler or Karen Nelson.  
 
ART OF DISCOVERY COMES TO BRIARWOOD  
The Bellevue Arts Museum comes to Briarwood March 4-8.  Once again, PTA is sponsoring 
the Art of Discovery.  The museum loans out original works of art from Northwest artists - 
allowing us to set up an exhibit right at the school.  All students will get to see the art during 
their regular library times.  PTA volunteers will lead a discussion, getting the kids' 
impressions of the paintings.  It's always amusing - and amazing to find future art critics 
even among the youngest kiddos! 

http://briarwoodelementarypta.org/Packet/Missoula%202013
mailto:lesliekahler@comcast.net
mailto:breuel422@comcast.net
mailto:lesliekahler@comcast.net
mailto:karenandgeoff@comcast.net
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2013 SCIENCE FAIR   
Ants tunnel more in the day than at night. Coca cola rots teeth more than any other drink. We learned these answers and many 

more from our student scientists at the Briarwood PTA Science Fair. 128 scientists displayed 68 amazing entries. All the 

Briarwood students toured the displays during the school day when the scientists explained their projects to their classmates.  

During the evening, scientists returned for prizes and awards. Our Science Fair special guest was the Friends of the Issaquah 

Salmon Hatchery who awed families by dissecting a salmon and educated and entertained the kids with hands-on activities. 

Thank you to the wonderful volunteers who made this year’s Science Fair a success. Thank you to the parents of our scientists 

who guided their children through messy, frustrating, and time-consuming experiments. Most of all, thank you to our scientists 

for their great ideas, hard work, and enthusiasm in preparing displays to share with us. 

Congratulations to our Science Fair award winners. 

Models/Displays 

 Kindergarten 1ST Grade 2ND Grade 

1ST Sylvia A. Emma L. Neha S. 

2ND Taylor W. Max S.  

3RD  Patricia C. Nathan O.  

 

Scientific Inquiry 
 Kindergarten 1

ST
 Grade 2

ND 
Grade 3

RD 
Grade 4

TH
 Grade 5

TH
 Grade 

1ST Natalie E. Lea A. Hailey B. Grace O. Ashlee K. Loagen S. 

2ND Jay G. Christiana B. Evan A. Ryan C. Victor W. Matthew O. 

3RD  Arnav K. Matthew N. Jack N. Samuel J. Hanali B. Vincent U. 
 

Button Design Contest 
Meharvan S. Hailey B. Ashlee K. Marco M. 

2ND Grade 2ND Grade 4TH Grade 5TH Grade 

 
READING AT HOME   
Remember to get your final reading minutes in for February. These must be entered in the online tracking system by Tuesday, 

March 5. More information about the Reading At Home program and the online tracking system can be found under the 

Reading At Home link on the PTA website. 

Congratulation to our Top Readers for January!! 

K-2  3-5 

Colin D. Palsson FDK 1975  Harman G. Rossiter 5th 4970 

Evelyn T. Winter 1st 1488  Ashlee K. Converse 4th 4350 

Jamison M. Cook 2nd 1350  Kenny J. Burdick 3rd 3240 

Morgan P. Winter 1st 1250  Aryan K. Rossiter 5th 1929 

Taylee K. Cook 2nd 1230  Olivia V. Rossiter 5th 1915 
 

 

http://briarwoodelementarypta.org/Page/Reading%20at%20Home/Reading%20at%20Home%202012-2013
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2013 CLASSROOM ENRICHMENT GRANT WINNERS!  

Nine recipients received balloons and notice of their award on Friday, February 15. Included among the winning projects were 
grants for Math Support and Enrichment at Issaquah Middle, a History Day at Liberty and a community based Free Little 
Library for Discovery Elementary. Hats off to the staff that dedicated hours of personal time to completing their applications 
and to our wonderful Balloon Brigade volunteers. See the complete list of winners here. 
 
KICK YOUR HIGH SCHOOLER OUT OF BED ON SATURDAY, MARCH 9 

He or she should be at the Issaquah Community Network’s Youth Job Skills Fair at Issaquah High School. Hosted in part by 
the Issaquah Schools Foundation, the Youth Job Fair provides students ages 14-24 ‘need to know’ information about finding a 
job and discovering their passion. In addition to learning how to conduct an interview, write a resume, put your best foot 
forward and keep a job once you’ve landed it, participants will have the opportunity to meet with local business leaders from 
various professions to learn the ‘inside story’ about careers in their field. The Job Skills Fair is FREE and runs from 11:00 am – 
3:30 pm at Issaquah High School. Advance registration is required. Go to www.isfdn.org/yjsf for more information. 
 
NOURISH EVERY MIND COUNT DOWN  
March 1 marks 69 days to one of the best events of the spring—the 15th Annual Nourish Every Mind Benefit Luncheon. If you 
want to become part of the team ensuring the event’s success, join us as a Table Captain. Cathia Geller, our intrepid Table 
Captain Chair, can tell you everything you need to know at our March 22 Table Captain Kick-Off. Contact Cathia at 
cathia@cathiageller.com. You’re also welcome to come as a guest – just let us know! 
 
DID YOU GET YOUR YEAR-END TAX RECEIPT?  

Letters were mailed at the beginning of February. Email Tina Weber, tweber@issaquahschoolsfoundation.org if you didn’t 
receive yours. 
 
DONORS HELPING KIDS GET ON TRACK AT TIGER MOUNTAIN HIGH SCHOOL   

ISF donors are helping Tiger Mountain High School move one step closer to completion of a multi-purpose Teen Center. When 
fully realized, the Teen Center will offer Tiger Mountain students a safe and healthy after- school environment and the 
opportunity to satisfy high school credit requirements, prepare for state tests and gain skills for career and life. A $2,400 grant 
from the Foundation will underwrite one of the first phases—staff time to assist students with homework assignments, credit 
retrieval and state exam preparation. We are grateful to our donors for making it possible to invest in this innovative project. 
 
IT’S TIME TO SPEAK YOUR MIND ABOUT BUILDING BETTER SCHOOLS  

You have ideas on how to make our schools better. Share them with those who can help implement change. The Community 
Forums Network is hosting the third survey in its Education Funding series. Your responses will be compiled and packaged as 
a “Where’s the consensus?” REPORT for policy makers and the media. BONUS! By taking the survey, you’ll qualify the 
Foundation for a grant of up to $2,500. Visit www.CommunityForumsNetwork.org to complete the survey and select Issaquah 
Schools Foundation as the beneficiary. Hurry, the survey closes on March 31. THANK YOU! 

http://issaquahschoolsfoundation.org/grants/classroom-enrichment/
http://www.isfdn.org/yjsf
mailto:tweber@issaquahschoolsfoundation.org
http://www.communityforumsnetwork.org/

